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Shrek holds on to title in 49th
Great Midwest Trivia Contest
Brenna Ori

For The Lawrentian

________________________

From Friday, Jan. 24 to
Sunday, Jan. 26, students gathered around their computers to
take part in Lawrence University’s
annual Great Midwest Trivia
Contest.
The Great Midwest Trivia
Contest is a tradition at Lawrence
and this year celebrated its 49th
year. The contest is called the
longest running trivia contest
because the last question of the
previous year is asked as the first
question for the next year.
Trivia teams are divided into
on-campus and off-campus divisions. This year there were 18
on-campus teams and about 55
off-campus teams.
The contest is run by a student known as the Grand Master.
The Grand Master has a variety
of responsibilities, such as organizing the event, writing questions and settling disputes during the contest. This year’s Grand
Master was senior Addy Goldberg.
Goldberg was a rare Grand Master
in that he has been a part of the
contest all four years of his time
at Lawrence.
The other students who help
run the games are called trivia
masters. Trivia masters perform
a variety of tasks, from answering
phones to entering points for each
team. They also choose the music
that plays while teams are trying
to answer the questions.
There were twelve trivia
masters this year, and junior trivia
master Weronika Gajowniczek

will take over next year as Grand
Master.
The Great Midwest Trivia
Contest is played out over the
course of 50 hours. A trivia master will ask a question over the
radio and teams are given three
minutes to phone in the answer.
If the team answers the question
correctly then they are awarded
five points.
“To find these questions, we
watch a lot of Netflix,” Goldberg
said. “If we run into something
goofy and interesting then we
refine that nugget of information
into a question.”
Among the normal questions
asked there are also action questions, which require the team to
go out and perform a task. There
were nine action questions asked
this year. Point values change on
these questions depending on the
difficulty of the task.
“Action questions are a good
way to get people up and moving,”
junior trivia master Portia Turner
said.
Some of the action questions
this year included teams having
to audition for the Conservatory,
making a Sonic the Hedgehog
video game and finding three
bottles hidden around campus in
the snow.
There are also theme hours
where all the questions asked
are related to a specific topic.
According to Turner there were
five “legitimate” theme hours and
a few that became theme hours.
One non-scheduled theme hour
this year was apple hour, where

See page 2

President Burstein participates in “The Mark Burstein Hour” — an hour of questions about or connected to him — during the Great Midwest Trivia Contest this past weekend. Photo by Katie Crawford.

LUCC elections show strong student
turnout, usher in new leadership
Tina Czaplinska, Staff Writer
Alyssa Villaire, News Editor

___________________________________

The results of the most recent
LUCC executive elections are in.
LUCC’s new president is senior
Jack Canfield, and junior Devin
Ditto is taking on the role of vice
president.
The results came after open
polling in the lobby of the Warch
Campus Center, which ran from
Tuesday, Jan. 21 through Friday,
Jan. 24.

Over 400 students turned out
to vote in the elections this year,
while fewer than five faculty members cast a ballot. President-elect
Jack Canfield received 65% of the
vote, with his opponent, sophomore Eduardo “Eddie” Elizondo,
receiving the other 35%. Ditto ran
uncontested for vice president.
In a phone call immediately
after the election results were
announced, the ecstatic Presidentelect Canfield said, “As far as I
know, the turnout was really

strong, which was really exciting.
Lawrence is definitely a place I am
passionate about.”
Strengthening Lawrence’s
athletics culture and relationship
with the downtown community
are first on Canfield’s agenda.
“Just having an official position to work from to go about
making change is something I am
really looking forward to. I’ll have
more resources and avenues from

See page 2

Annual Wellness Fair encourages a balance between academics and health
Samantha Tetzlaff
Staff Writer

________________________

The fifth annual Wellness
Fair took place on Wednesday, Jan.
29 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Somerset
room of WCC. The theme of the
fair was a treasure hunt, encouraging students, faculty and staff
to “treasure your health.” Over
45 booths representing different
organizations, companies and
clubs on and off campus were
present to promote several different kinds of wellness to the
Lawrence community.
The Fair filled up the entirety
of Somerset with vendors, offering information and activities
for all attendees. Some booths
present were Appleton Parks
and Recreation, Appleton Public
Works, H&R Block, LU-NAMI,
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the YMCA and even the Humane
Society with dogs. Intramurals
Coordinator and Sage RHD,
Andrew Stuart ‘13, commented
on the broad range of vendors: “It
was interesting that you had ORC,
LCF, banks and dentist offices all
in the same event,” and added,
“The collection of diverse groups,
both on campus and off, was quite
impressive […] it made the fair
relevant to the entire campus.”
In addition to different pamphlets from various organizations, there was a bingo game,
free massages, a trivia game, a
variety of free items from vendors
such as toothbrushes, WelLU bags
and candy, and raffle drawings
to win gift baskets. In order to
enter the raffle to win the themed
baskets worth $100, an attendee
had to visit at least eight different
booths that represented a different dimension of wellness.

The Wellness Committee
wanted to emphasize these different dimensions of wellness,
including social, occupational,
mental, spiritual, physical, intellectual and environmental health.
Director of the Buchanan Kiewit
Wellness Center and advisor to
the Wellness Committee, Erin
Buenzli, stressed this saying, “I
want people to think about wellness as much more than their
physical fitness […] Wellness can
kind of be anything. It’s a part of
who you are and knowing what
makes you work at your best.”
Wellness Committee co-president, senior Meghan Keenan, reiterated Buenzli in talking about
the different ways to be healthy
and added what the committee’s
goal was for the fair: “Just getting the awareness out there that
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Freshman Abby Shea receives a massage from a masseuse during the Wellness Fair.
Photo by Katie Crawford
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Elections
continued from page 1
which I can make change. I feel
really lucky and honored,” continued Canfield.
Vice President-elect Devin
Ditto expressed similar sentiments.
“I look forward to being the
person that people can feel comfortable coming to with their concerns,” she said. “I’m really excited
about getting to work with groups
around campus on a more personal level as vice president and
not just a district representative.”
Junior Nathan Lawrence
played a major role in the elections, as well. He serves as parliamentarian and chair of the

Trivia

continued from page 1
one of the trivia masters chewed
on an apple for an hour on air
because he was angry that no one
was there to answer phones.
At the end of the contest, some harder questions are
asked. These questions are called
Garrudas and are worth more
points depending on how hard
of a question it is. One of the last

Wellness Fair

continued from page 1

there are these different ways to
be healthy and then giving students fun options and fun ways to
interact and explore those topics.”
Keenan also talked about

Polling, Elections and Leadership
Commission of LUCC, and he
described his duties as, “[Making]
sure the election goes as smoothly
as possible, that everyone gets
an equal say in the final results
and that the campaign rules are
followed so everyone is on a level
playing field and the election can
really be about the issues at hand.”
He added, “I was also responsible for preparing materials, and
another student and I counted
votes together the evening the
election finished.”
According to Lawrence, this
year’s elections were unique
because of the addition of
Referendum 2014-A on the ballot.
Said Lawrence, “[This referendum] would amend the LUCC
constitution to increase council

questions of the contest is called
the Super Garruda and it is worth
100 points.
Every year, the top three
teams from both divisions win
prizes. The winning on-campus
teams this year were Shrek out of
Ten 2: The Shrekoning, with 1398
points; Bucky’s Banastitudinal
Buggery Brigade, with 1232
points; and David and the Bells,
with 1207 points.
For off-campus teams, the

how the Wellness Fair was a good
way to “treasure your health” and
have some fun at the same time:
“Here at Lawrence, we’re very
academically oriented. It’s kind
of a stressful atmosphere […] any
activity, in particular this one, is
an activity where you can kind of
set that stress aside and relax and

size, paving the way for class year
representation instead of the current residence hall-based representation model.”
The referendum passed, with
89% of participants voting in
favor of it.
“A lot of us in LUCC are very
excited about the results,” said
Lawrence.
Assistant Dean of Students
for Campus Life and LUCC advisor
Curt Lauderdale believes the referendum is a great step forward
for the council.
“[The referendum] presents
some really intriguing and interesting opportunities for LUCC
to look at how they can best be
representing campus and best be
providing forums for conversations on big and small things as it

winners were Twerking for Trivia,
with 1300 points; Twerking Red
Headed Iowans Violating Innocent
Appletonians, with 1255 points;
and Hobgoblin of Little Minds,
with 1250 points.
The prizes that are given out
are described by Goldberg as “bull
shitty” and are usually found by
the trivia masters during the contest.
For the first place off-campus
team, the prize is a bit more spe-

have a little bit of fun.”
This is the fifth year the students of the Wellness Committee
have organized the fair, and it has
expanded immensely in that time,
starting at around 15 booths and
growing to over 45 this year.
Regarding the students on
the Wellness Committee, Buenzli

relates to the student experience
here,” said Lauderdale.
He also said that the elections
went smoothly overall; however,
there is still work to be done in
increasing the number of ballots
cast in the elections, particularly
amongst faculty. The glaring lack
of faculty votes is a concern for
Lauderdale, but he believes it’s
one that can be addressed in coming elections.
“Faculty are absolutely not
only allowed to vote but encouraged to vote because LUCC works
with the non-curricular components of campus function and
campus life,” he said. “Well, the
co-curricular and the curricular
are the two main components, so
it seems appropriate that if there
are things that are going to affect

students in all realms of their lives
here, all the players get to play a
role.”
According to Lauderdale,
when LUCC was originally founded, it was because faculty had
trusted students to join with
them to make legitimate decisions
about the direction of campus life.
As years went on, faculty involvement in LUCC waned, but there
are still three faculty positions on
the council: two elected positions
and a permanent seat for the Dean
of Students. Currently, the elected
faculty representatives on LUCC
are Claudena Skran, professor of
government and Edwin and Ruth
West Professor of Economics and
Social Science, and Brigetta Miller,
associate professor of music.

cial.

been featured in many prominent magazines and newspapers
around the nation. For students,
however, it is simply a way to participate in a fun activity outside
the classroom. “Trivia is a good
way for people to find time to set
things aside, meet up with friends
you haven’t seen in a while, screw
homework and stare at a computer screen,” Goldberg said.

stated, “That group of students is
really committed towards wellness and they kind of really created the wellness initiative that’s
on campus.”
The
student
Wellness
Committee carries out a number of other active and passive
programs throughout the year, as

well, including Love Your Body
Extravaganza, Midterm and Finals
Study Breaks, Eating Disorder and
Mental Illness Panel Discussions
and more.

“A few years back this bank
used to win for off-campus teams
every year,” Goldberg said. “We
hated having them win so much
that we didn’t want to give them a
prize. So we gave them something
breakable and broke it in front of
them. Now it’s a tradition to do
that for the winning off-campus
team.”
Trivia is a well-known part
of Lawrence University. It has

Love winter? Hate winter?
It doesn’t matter.

Ski races
Ice sculpting
Winter movies
Hot chocolate
Broomball
President’s Ball

Winter Carnival has something
for everyone!

Next week – Feb 3rd-8th

Go to go.lawrence.edu/carnival
for the full schedule!
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Dining in Dairyland
Quick Noodle Bowl
Susannah Miller

Required Materials

Dried udon noodles
1 cup frozen stir-fry mix (or
equal amount of fresh broccoli, carrots, mushrooms, green
beans, and whatever other vegetables you like)
At least 1 clove of garlic
1 egg
Olive or vegetable oil
Toasted sesame seeds
Sesame oil
Soy sauce

Method

Specht
Kevin Specht
Columnist

____________________________________

Have you ever wondered
why Lawrence University, a
breeding ground for progressives
and environmentalists, is an all
paper towel school? Are you surprised by how little quarreling
there has been over this injustice? Hello and welcome to Specht
Pages, the true and supreme voice
of Lawrence University. In this
celebratory 33rd issue, we will
inform the millions of
you in Specht Pages’
weekly readership of
the real problem with
the university’s addiction to paper towels,
along with a lasting
solution that will save
Lawrence time and
money without sacrificing sanitation and
hygiene. So sit back,
relax and take note as
we explore the important things in life.
In a recent interview with Sara Gorton,
Facility Services Operations
Manager, some morally outraging
facts have been exposed. In the
time between Jan. 21, 2013 and
Jan. 9, 2014, Lawrence University
used 3,600 rolls of paper towels, costing $52,114 and totaling
4.8 million square feet in size.
That’s enough to cover 100 football fields, the entire Lawrence
campus or Vatican City. Similarly,
if all the rolls were unrolled and
lined up, they could stretch from
Appleton to Dallas.

Pages
Additional costs include the
salaries of those who restock the
dispensers and who carry out the
dozens of garbage bags full of
soiled paper towels each day.
As you probably already
know, paper towels are not recyclable. This means that every time
you use a paper towel, you are
sending a wad of biodegradable
trash into a landfill. Also environmentally significant is the amount
of electricity required to power
the motion-operated paper towel
dispersers found in the Warch

Campus Center (better known as
“New Downer” to some of you old
timers), Plantz Hall and Trever
Hall.
The obvious solution would
be to replace paper towels with
blow dryers, but alas, the most
obvious solution is also very often
the most stupid. The initial cost
of the hand dryer units, as well
as the cost of installation, would
be great. Additionally, operational
costs would be way too high and
the machines have a tendency to
spread germs. Also, the machines

The Paper
Problem
are slow or loud, neither of which
are acceptable, especially when
both qualities are found in the
same machine — which is usually
the case.
By now, you’re probably
thinking: If we can’t use paper
towels or blow dryers, how are
we ever to get our hands dry? Are
we to stop washing our hands all
together? Should we switch to fast
acting, alcohol-based hand sanitizer? Never fear: Specht Pages, as
always, has a solution that refuses
to compromise.
In the Specht
Pages
Plan
for
Responsible
Hand
Drying
(SPPRHD,
p r o n o u n c e d
“Spearhead”),
all
paper towel dispensers will be removed
and replaced with an
illustrated sign that
directs
bathroom
users: “After washing
your hands, please
shake or otherwise
flail them vigorously.
Then proceed to wipe
them on your jeans or another
proximate source of clean cotton”
Moreover, Project Spearhead also
calls for students in residence
halls to wait until they return to
their dorm rooms to wipe their
hands on their towel.
This plan would involve
removing and selling all of the
current paper towel dispensers, which would easily provide
for the $1,000 budget required
for the instructional signs. The

See page 10

Fill a deep pot half-full with
water, add a couple pinches of salt
and set the pot on the stove. Set the
heat to high and wait for the water
to boil. You can place your dried
udon noodles in the water before
it starts boiling — they’ll get done
faster that way. Make sure to stir
the noodles when they have softened and descended into the pot.
If you are using instant noodles,
wait until the other ingredients
are ready and then prepare them,
draining them when they’re ready.
While the noodles are cooking, take a cast-iron pan or other
saucepan and add several teaspoons of oil. Turn the heat to
high. Turn the pan so that the oil
spreads across the bottom. When
you can feel heat coming off the
surface of the pan as you hover
your hand inside, add your vegetables. If you are using frozen
vegetables, let these defrost, stirring occasionally. If you are using
fresh vegetables, be more careful
to keep stirring them so they don’t
burn.
Take your clove or cloves
of garlic and chop them finely.
Scrape them into the almost-done

vegetables. Turn down the heat
and keep stirring so that the garlic
doesn’t burn — garlic burns really
easily!
Drain your cooked noodles
and place in a bowl. Slide the vegetables onto the top of the noodles. Replace the pan on the stove,
and turn the heat back on. Add a
little more oil if needed and crack
an egg into the pan. You can do the
egg however you like, but I find
runny is best. When cooked, place
this on top of your vegetables. Add
sesame oil and soy sauce to taste
and sprinkle sesame seeds over it.

Variations

There are some things you
can change about the preparation.
One that I am eager to try (but am
also apprehensive of) is using a
poached egg. Apparently, the texture complements the dish better,
but I’ve never actually poached
an egg before. Maybe I will over
Reading Period.
Another idea is to remove
the noodles from the pot shortly
before they are done and add them
to the vegetables and garlic in the
pan and stir-fry them as well. This
would require an appropriatelysized pan, so consider that before
trying this idea.
If you don’t want to stir-fry
your vegetables, you can also add
them to the noodle water a little before the noodles are fully
cooked. The vegetables should
cook quickly and all you’ll have to
do with the pan is sauté some garlic and cook the egg. This would
make it slightly healthier, although
it’s already a pretty healthy dish.

QUESTION
MARK

I have noticed that international students
now seem to come from increasingly similar
places. Is Lawrence doing anything to diversify its international student body so that
more countries are represented?

This is the first
I had heard
about
this
question, so I
asked Dean of Admissions and
Financial Aid Ken Anselment
and he said this:
Our team in the admissions office — along with support from current students and
alumni — spans the globe to
recruit and enroll an internationally diverse class, one of the
most internationally diverse
among the American liberal
arts colleges. While the largest share of our international
students comes from eastern Asia (China, South Korea,
Vietnam, and — because of

our exchange with Waseda —
Japan), we have been making
significant inroads in Central
and South America as well as
the Middle East. We are also
starting to see a resurgence in
Europe (thanks partly to the
work of our hockey program).
Southern Asia, as well as Ghana
and Jamaica — as they have for
a long time — all continue to
be an important piece of our
international puzzle, as well.
To attract as many students as we do from as many
places as we do is a testament
to the hard work of a lot of people, but also to the unique position that Lawrence University
occupies in the world.

To question Mark, email us at lawrentian@lawrence.edu

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Hockey team splits with No.15 St. Scholastica
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence University
hockey team (5-13, 4-8 NCHA)
broke free of their long losing
streak at last, splitting last weekend’s series with the College of St.
Scholastica (10-5-4, 7-2-3 NCHA).
The Vikings struggled in the first
game and fell 4-1, but came back
hard the next day to defeat the
Saints 3-2 in a fast-paced, exciting
game.
The Saints came to the
Appleton Family Ice Center on
Friday, Jan. 24 and challenged
Lawrence in a competition that
was physical from the start.
Scholastica scored in the first four
minutes on an early power play,
but the Vikings held them the rest
of the period.
Down 1-0 after the first intermission, Lawrence was quicker
to the puck the second period
and kept the Saints on their toes.
A game misconduct and checking from behind call at 11:01 put
Lawrence on the power play for
five minutes, and Scholastica’s
goaltender made several strong
saves as the Vikings fought to use
their long advantage to even the

score up. With a minute remaining
in the power play, another penalty gave the Vikings a two-man
advantage that they quickly capitalized on. Senior Huck Saunders
scored off assists from freshman
Blake Roubos and sophomore
Brandon Boelter to even the score
at 1-1.
The third period was more
difficult for the Vikings. The Saints
scored nine minutes in and again
with two minutes remaining.
Down 3-1, Lawrence made the

decision to pull freshman Mattias
Soderqvist from the goal with a
minute and a half left. Scholastica
scored an empty net goal almost
immediately, which brought the
final score to 4-1.
The teams reconvened the
following afternoon, again at
the Appleton Family Ice Center.
Scholastica scored the first power
play goal of the game at 12:34, and
the ensuing brawl at the Saints’
goal resulted in five penalties.
Just over two minutes before the

Associate head coach Kalle Larsson looks on in the second period on Saturday.
Photo courtesy of Michael Hubbard

end of the period, Roubos and
sophomore Steve Hughes assisted
Saunders in leveling the score.
The Vikings worked to outskate
Scholastica in the second period and at 7:22, freshman Sean
Reynolds scored his first collegiate goal for the Vikings to pull
ahead 2-1. Sophomore Renato
Engler and senior Paul Zuke were
credited with assists.
Five minutes later, Saunders
sent in the game-winning shot, off
assists from junior Kevin Killian
and freshman Ryan Robertson.
The action didn’t stop there. Junior
Erik Soderlund was sent off the
ice for unsportsmanlike conduct
with seven minutes remaining in
the second period, and the Saints
scored on the subsequent power
play to cut the Lawrence lead to
3-2. Although the third period saw
no scoring, both teams kept up
intensity and gave the crowd an
electrifying game to watch.
This weekend, the Vikings
face Lake Forest College (10-8-1,
7-5 NCHA), a team that has won
its last four games and is currently
ranked fourth in the conference.
The Foresters arrive in Appleton
on Friday, Jan. 31, and will host
the Vikings in Illinois on Saturday,
Feb. 1.

Women’s team grabs second, men fifth at WPCC
Zach Ben-Amots
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence University
swim team returned from the
Wisconsin
Private
College
Championships (WPCC) on
Saturday, Jan. 25 with mixed
results. The four teams competing against Lawrence in the WPCC
consisted of Carroll University,
Carthage College, Ripon College
and Beloit College.
While the men came in fifth
in the championship with a total
of 54 points, the women took second with 156 points. Carthage,
who also hosted the championship, won titles in both competitions, behind 246 points in the
women’s tournament and 257 in

the men’s.
The LU women’s swim team
was led by sophomore Haley
Cardinal, who took first in the
100-yard and 200-yard breaststroke. “Hayley has always done
well at our big meets,” commented senior Deirdre Solymosi. “And
she’s just one of many talented
underclassmen on the team right
now.”
Other LU standouts from
the WPCC include junior Taylor
Winter, freshman Paige Witter
and senior Charlie Mann. Winter
and Witter each took first in an
individual event for the women’s
team; the former won the 1,650yard freestyle in just 18:17.16,
while the latter won the 200-yard
butterfly with a time of 2:20.68.
Meanwhile, Mann grabbed the
men’s lone victory by completing

the 100-yard freestyle in 49.47,
only .06 seconds quicker than
Carthage freshman Erik Pinter.
The men’s team, which has
struggled with a small roster all
year, was dealt another blow after
losing senior Pat Vincent to a
shoulder injury just prior to the
championship. The loss became
somewhat less detrimental when
junior Peter Raffel joined the
team during the same week as
Vincent’s injury. However, even
with the addition of Raffel, the
Vikings had only ten male swimmers competing in Saturday’s
event. “The men’s team definitely
has the talent to do well,” said
Solymosi. “What they are missing
now is the depth.”
On the other side, the second-place finish extended what
has been a very successful season

thus far for the women’s swimming program. After winning
four straight meets to start the
season, the women had strong
showings at the University of
Chicago Invitational meet and
the Lawrence Triangular meet
at home. With such an outstanding season under their belt,
the women hope to carry some
momentum into the Midwest
Conference
Championships
(MWCC).
“We are all feeling really good
about the upcoming Conference
Championships,” stated Solymosi.
“But no matter how we do this
year, both the men and women
have young cores. So we will only
improve in the coming years.”
The MWCC will take place from
Friday, Feb. 14 to Sunday, Feb.16
at Grinnell College.

baskets came from beyond the
arc. The Vikings totaled 11 threepointers in the first half.
The game went back and
forth for the first few minutes of
the second half before the Vikings
took control, going on a 20-6 scoring run. That run gave them a
61-43 advantage with a little more
than 13 minutes remaining in the
game. Knox fought back to cut the
lead to 11 a few times, but that
was as close as it would get. The
Vikings won the game by a final
score of 88-73.
The Vikings finished with
15 three-pointers and shot 54%
from the field. Knox had their best
shooting game of the season, also
shooting 54%, but could not withstand Lawrence’s barrage of three
pointers.
Senior Chris Siebert led the
Vikings with 22 points, including six from long range. He was
followed by junior guard Ryan
Depouw who tallied 21 points.
Knox senior David Jones did all he
could for the Prairie Fire, shoot-

ing 11 of 13 from the field with
28 points, while also pulling down
nine rebounds.
Lawrence moved to 5-5 in
the Midwest Conference and 7-8
overall. The Vikings are now one
game behind Carroll University

and Illinois College, who are tied
for fourth place in conference. The
top four teams advance to the conference tournament.
“We had very good ball move-

Men’s basketball bests Knox behind 15 three-pointers
CJ Revis

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

The Lawrence men’s basketball team took on Knox College on
Saturday, Jan. 25, hoping to continue their recent dominance in the
series. The Vikings have won 20 of
the last 23 meetings between the
teams, including a 92-47 blowout this past December, 2013 in
Galesburg, Ill.
The Vikings started the game
strong, grabbing a 10-point lead
within the first 10 minutes of the
game. Good shooting helped the
Vikings take control of the first
half, with six of their first eight
baskets coming from long range.
Knox fought back, though,
riding a hot shooting streak to
pull the game within one point
with less than a minute left in the
half. But the Vikings responded
with another three from sophomore Troy Miller to give Lawrence
a 41-37 lead at halftime. All but
three of Lawrence’s first half

See page 9

STANDINGS
School

Conf.

Overall

MEN’S BASKETBALL
St. Norbert
Grinnell
Ripon
Carroll
Illinois Col.
Lawrence
Cornell
Lake Forest
Beloit
Monmouth
Knox

12-0
8-4
8-4
7-5
6-5
5-6
5-7
5-7
4-7
4-8
0-11

16-1
13-4
11-6
10-7
10-6
7-9
8-9
6-11
6-10
5-12
1-15

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Cornell
St. Norbert
Monmouth
Illinois Col.
Carroll
Ripon
Lake Forest
Beloit
Knox
Lawrence
Grinnell

10-2
10-2
9-3
8-3
8-4
8-4
4-8
3-8
2-9
1-10
1-11
HOCKEY

Adrian
St. Norbert
St. Scholastica
Lake Forest
Concordia
Marian
Lawrence
MSOE
Northland
Finlandia

10-0-2		
11-1		
7-2-3		
7-5		
5-5-2		
5-6-1		
4-8		
3-9		
3-9		
1-11		

14-3
13-4
13-4
10-6
11-6
8-9
4-13
3-13
4-12
3-13
2-15
Pts.
22
22
17
14
12
11
8
6
6
2

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and www.nchahockey.org
and are current as of
Jan. 29, 2013.

BY THE
NUMB3RS
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Saves by goalie
Mattias Soderqvist
on Saturday

Scoreboard from
Tuesday, Jan. 28
Men’s Basketball
CARROLL 84 LU 78

Freshman forward Mitch Willer elevates in the second half against Knox.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Women’s Basketball
CARROLL 67 LU 32
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Knox College fends off
Lady Vikes at Alex
Jenny Angeli
Staff Writer

______________________

Hosting Knox College on
Saturday, Jan. 25, the women’s
basketball team came up short
in a nail-biter. The Vikings were
ready to send their Midwest
Conference rival home with a loss.
According to sophomore forward
Patsy Kealey, the Knox women
play a much faster-paced game
with more shot attempts and
trapping plays. Kealey explained,
“In this style of play, making baskets in transition is key. In the
practices leading up to this game,
we worked hard on transition
offense, getting out of traps and
breaking the full-court pressure.”
Throughout the first half,
Lawrence was able to keep up
with Knox’s fast-paced play
behind Kealey, fellow sophomore
Katie Schumacher and senior
Alex Deshler, who led the way
in baskets. They ended the first
half neck-in-neck, with the score
locked at 34-34. The Vikings started the second half strong, gaining a seven point lead right away.
With the help of excellent freethrow shooting by junior Bethany
Hoster, the Vikings went up 52-45
with 15:41 left in the game.
Knox was not giving up without a fight, however, and in the
next five minutes they were able

to hit five three-pointers, beginning their run to victory. The
Prairie Fire led the Vikings 65-54
with just under 10 minutes to
go. Sophomore Andrea Wilkinson
made an outstanding lay-up to
trim the Prairie Fire’s lead to nine
points, but that was as close as
the Vikings would get to catching
up. Knox was able to close out the
game by a score of 86-75.
When asked what the team’s
strengths were this past weekend,
junior Kassidy Rinehart replied, “I
think we broke the press well and
when we passed the ball quickly
up the court, we were able to
convert that to points.” What hurt
the Vikings was the number of
girls on the bench. Deshler commented, “That was our only weakness. We just didn’t have the same
number of girls as they did and it
was hard to not get fatigued.”
The Vikings put up a great
fight, as Schumacher put up a double-double with a game-high 20
points and 13 rebounds. Kealey
contributed 14 points and nine
rebounds for the Vikings, while
Deshler added another 13 points
and five assists. “I don’t think any
one person could be chosen for
this week’s MVP. Everyone played
hard and almost everyone on our
team has some sort of injury or
illness. Every single girl played
tough through the adversity,”
Deshler stated, reiterating their
overwhelming sense of teamwork and perseverance.

Mystery Athletes
By: Amanda Ollerer

Athlete #1: Women’s Swimming
Clue: At the Wisconsin Private College
Championships on Saturday, Jan. 25,
her 200-yard freestyle relay team took
fifth. She swims second in the relay.

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

2) What has been the hardest part
of your season so far?
The hardest part of the season usually
is right around this time of year. We
have already put in months of training.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
January is notorious for a time when
everyone is getting injured, sick or worn down. However, taper time is coming soon, so the end is in
sight!

3) Looking back on your swimming career, what has been your proudest moment and why?
I have been swimming since the age of seven, so I have had many ups and downs over the years.
However, I would have to say my proudest moment was being able to give back to my YMCA team
through coaching. I remember the coaches that I had when I was a younger swimmer, and they have all
made an impact in some shape or form. As a coach, I loved being able to be someone that the younger
swimmers could look up to. Their constant enthusiasm and energy was always a reminder not to take
things too seriously and that swimming should be fun.
4) Who has been your biggest supporter and why?
Over the years, I have come to find that my biggest supporters have been my coaches, swim parents and
teammates. Swimming is an interesting sport because it has both individual and team components. As
much as you are focused on your individual races and training, much more is possible with the support
of a team behind you.

Inside LU Intramurals
Erik Soderlund
Staff Writer

______________________

In the dead of this polar vortex, many have found new life
inside the Wellness Center with
the startup of 2014’s winter intramural season. With volleyball,
basketball, badminton and soccer
in full swing, old rivalries, new
stars and epic games are on the
agenda for this weekly insider.

Volleyball
Porky’s Groove Machine tops
the leader board with a 2-0 record
after Matt Lowe and his crew
defeated Kari’s Homecooking
in their double-header. Nancy’s
Numbskulls have also started the
season off well, beating Rainbow
Rhinos in two straight (also in a
double header).
Basketball
Three games went down in
basketball and they were all pretty close. Hannah Montana defeated 2 Fresh 38-28, putting them
ahead in the standings alongside
St. Vincents. The Monstars unfortunately lost both of their games,
approaching the season now as
the underdog. 2 Fresh managed
to redeem themselves in their second game, topping the Monstars
48-43.
Badminton
The ever-so-popular badminton tournament had its opening
night on Tuesday, Jan. 21. With
11 teams registered, the competi-

Athlete #2: Hockey

tion is stacked. Man Wolfs (Karl
Schleevogt and David Kozloff)
have started the season strong.
With their two wins, they split the
number one spot with The Birdies
(Nigel Schuster and He Chang).
Kari’s Homecooking, Brass and
the Nucks, Cocky Swatters and
The Cowards 2.0 will all have to
pick up their game this week after
a pair of losses each.
Soccer
Last but not least, soccer
included some interesting results
and roster changes. Although the
Lucky Strikes lost some key players in the form of Mattie Horn and
Elyse Daley, they have managed to
reinforce their squad with men’s
soccer team seniors, Charlie Mann
and Daniel O’Mahoney. The new
squad lived up to its reputation as
the Lucky Strikes defeated Blood
9-6.
The newly formed Red Dogs
came out strong in their opener,
beating Blitzkrieg Mongoose 9-1.
Cobras came back this season
with an unchanged roster and
performed well, outscoring Kari’s
Homecooking 7-3. Everyone’s
favorite team, OFFL All Stars —
the professors — lost their first
game 4-1, against Red Dogs. The
Red Dogs sit atop the standings
right now, with one more game
played than the rest of the competition.
Be sure to pick up next week’s
issue of The Lawrentian, as we
once again take you inside LU
intramurals.

1) How do you get ready for a meet?
I prepare for a meet by getting a good
night sleep the night before. It is also
important to keep hydrated. Eating
well and drinking fluids both before
and throughout the meet are good
ways to make sure you are ready for
each swim.

Clue: This senior has been playing
hockey at Lawrence since his freshman year. He is currently leading the
team with the highest shot percentage
(slightly over 40%).
1) Who has been the most influential person in your hockey career?
Joe Sakic, my father and Lil Wayne
2) What has been the best part of
your season thus far?
Beating St. Norbert

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

since.

3) What got you started playing
hockey?
I saw it on TV when I was four, went
skating the next day, fell on my head
and cried and screamed that I’m
never playing again. Two weeks later
my dad told me to give it one more
shot and I have been in love ever

4) If you were stranded on an island with anyone on your team, who would it be and why?
Every guy brings something to the table. #1 protects our home, #2 has [fishing] skills, #3 can eat our
rations; #4 has a moose-like demeanor; #5 has good looks; #7 can pick coconuts from the tree; #8 can
throw out his shoulder with enough excitement; #9 can give obscene speeches; #11 will kill all the
animals; #12 has looks; #14 is always ready to battle; #15 has big muscles; #16 would be a trendsetter with the island clothing line; #17 has wisdom that he has acquired over the centuries; #19 can tell
stories and would be good food; #20 is a great person; #21 has Swedish style, which would create a
market with #16 so we can form our own economy; #22 can chase down cheetahs; #23 will kill things;
#24 will find oats; #25 has the music; #27 is Finlandish; #28 has grease; #30 will protect our home;
#33 can document it all; #37 can identify the fish. However, I can only pick one, so I would pick William
Thoren, because his attitude toward life is bar none.

E-mail lawrentian@lawrence.edu with your answer to this
week’s “Mystery Athletes” and if correct, win a small prize!
*Teammates are ineligible for competition*
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Appleton offers Olympic winter sports and activites
Dan Thoresen

For The Lawrentian

______________________________________________

The 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi,
Russia are about to begin! Imbued with
the Olympic Spirit, many readers may find
themselves eager to attempt the many
thrilling events found within this international competition. Luckily, the cold, wintry
weather of northeast Wisconsin provides
ample opportunities for you to try many of
these sports out for yourself.
Alpine skiing and snowboarding enthusiasts are probably well aware of ORC’s
weekly Wednesday trips to Granite Peak,
but those seeking to try these sports out
for the first time should not be intimidated,
especially by the cost — free for skiers and
only $10 for snowboarders. Spots on these
trips fill up nearly a week in advance, so be
sure to contact trip leaders at ORC early. For
skiers who are looking for more of an aerobic workout, the cross country ski team’s

season is in full swing, but newcomers
can still join in. Contact the team captain,
sophomore Liam Hoy, for more information. Think cross country skiing is fun, but
looking for more excitement? Try adding a
bang with biathlon, an event that combines
cross country skiing and rifle shooting. A
combination ski course and rifle range can-

themselves. “Learn to Curl” leagues with no
experience necessary are starting Tuesday,
Feb. 25, and registration is only $50 a team
for a full month season. Games are Tuesday
or Friday evenings. Contact rkriewaldt@att.
net for more information.
Figure skating and hockey are always
crowd-pleasers at the Olympics, so those

not be found in the local area, so practicing
each event separately will have to do.
Curling is quickly becoming one of
the most popular spectator events at the
Winter Olympics, but Appleton Curling Club
(307 Westhill Blvd.) is offering the opportunity for readers to try the sport out for

who would like to tie up some skates themselves and test things out should head over
to the Appleton Family Ice Center (1717
E Witzke Boulevard). Free skate times are
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:50 p.m., Monday
through Friday, with an additional free
skate on Sundays from 3:00 p.m. to 4:50

noted Trivia Master who did not fare well,
to the point of being accused of having a
concussion on the Facebook group. By my
own observations, as well, nobody seems to
manage wakefulness for two days without
developing some sort of delusion about
how they’re not sitting in their own filth.
Taking shifts may work well for larger
teams, but many small teams call for greater sacrifice. Most players really need to
tape their eyelids open, especially during
the daytime Sunday when it becomes clear
whether or not they are undead zombies.
While clearly no one has figured out how to
stay alert and normal the entire weekend,
I can only suggest wearing uncomfortably
tight clothes and playing loud atonal music.
Nothing keeps me awake like a tiny bra and

throat singing.
The next feat attempted by participants is maintaining normal function on
an incredibly abnormal and nutrition-void
diet. Senior Shannon Kreuser said, “I had
so many breakfast sandwiches, poptarts
and pizza that I think the whites of my
eyes are lubricated by carcinogenic grease.”
Her experience is not unusual, as many
residence halls served a cocktail of chips
and Tootsie Rolls to keep players awake.
How do they cope? By ignoring what their
bodies are telling them and ordering more
Topperstix. I am especially impressed by
this aspect of the contest, and the strength
required to avoid complex carbohydrates
and biologically based substances. I vote
this diet should be lauded and made avail-

p.m. The cost for free skating is $3.00 for
admission and $2.00 for skate rental.
Speed skating enthusiasts will be
pleased to know that the nation’s home for
speed skating is only two hours away at
the Petit National Ice Center in Milwaukee,
Wis. This rink is home to nearly all of the
US premier speed skaters; however, getting
lessons in speed skating may be a bit pricey.
Those looking to try bobsled, luge or
skeleton events are pretty much out of
luck — the only US courses for these events
are found at the former Olympic sites in
Salt Lake City, Utah and Lake Placid, N.Y.
Then again, maybe it’s better if everyone
passes on trying to emulate the athletes
in three of the world’s most dangerous
sports. Go grab a toboggan and head off to
one of Appleton’s many sledding hills, such
as Pierce or Erb Park. Whatever gets you
excited, be sure to take advantage of wintry
Wisconsin’s great outdoors before all the
snow melts your Olympic aspirations!

Wild times ensue for those who participate in Trivia
Adriane Melchert
For The Lawrentian

______________________________________________

The Great Midwest Trivia Contest
is already adored by many. These capers
wreak havoc across campus in a multitude
of fashions, including silly costumes and
indiscriminate screaming. While exciting
and wacky, there are definitely some occupational hazards faced by everyone, onand off-campus, involved in the Lawrence
atmosphere.
One of the most impressive demands
placed upon the players is their sleep deprivation fortitude. How do participants stay
awake for a completely unofficial average of
eight cumulative hours? Apparently, many
really cannot. Senior Nick Paulson was a

able much more regularly.
Above both of these challenges is the
overwhelming enthusiasm brought by the
players throughout the entirety of the contest. Teams channel their collective focus,
work together and communicate in three
minute increments to achieve consistent
results. Not only that, but many group HQ’s
are pleasant atmospheres that greet new
teammates upon entry. I accidentally stumbled upon the Hiett lounge, hosting David
and the Bells, on Sunday and got a standing
ovation, until I asked if any of them could
help me find the room I was looking for (it
turns out, there is no 424 Hiett, that room
is in Briggs).

See page 11

Spotlight on the top four Lawrence Trivia teams of 2014
Claire Hoy
Staff Writer

____________________________

#1 Shrekoning, according to
senior Natalie Schermer
What’s your full team name?
I played on Shrek/10 2: The
Shrekoning.
How many members?
We had about 25 total members,
but they were rarely all in the room
at the same time.
How did the team form?
There were a bunch of people
who had all played together on the
Plantz team from their freshman
and sophomore years who no longer lived in Plantz. We decided to
found a team with those people and
friends. We ended up as a loosely
Union Street-based team; last year
we played in Sinfonia and this year
we played in Comedy House.
What’s been your favorite
Trivia action question/regular
question?
My favorite action question was
probably the one where we recreated old Lawrence photos from the
archives.
What place did your
team get?
We finished first!

#2 Bucky’s, according to senior Matt
Schneider
What’s your full team name?
I played with Bucky’s Banastitudinal
Buggery Brigade.
How many members?
We had 10 members total, though I
believe another four or five joined for the
garrudas.
How did the team form?

The old Bucky’s group approached
Phi Kappa Tau because they needed a
space to play and Phi Kappa Tau was making a team but lacked numbers.
What’s been your favorite trivia
action question/regular question?
I loved making a skit based on the
Netflix genre generator from this year.
However, my favorite question of all the
years I’ve played was the big unit Jizzbot
one from last year, as I actually was able

to find Mike Sullivan’s phone number and
have a chat with him as he pointed my
team (Gaming House) in the right direction. He then called me back after the
question was over to ask if we figured it
out, apparently we were the only team
who contacted him and he was very nice.
The story is why it is my favorite question,
not anything intrinsic to the question.
What place did your team get?
Second.

#3 David and the Bells, according
to sophomore Alex Damisch
How many members?
Our Facebook group has 51 members, about 30 of whom showed up at one
point or another. We also had a couple of
people contributing online, from the Fox
Cities all the way to London.
How did the team form?
Fifth-year Val Neff started the team
in 2012 as a clarinet studio team (David
Bell is the clarinet professor). It expanded
from studio to studio, studio members’
friends, significant others, whomever. The
team name David and the Bells started as
a jam team name that attempted to make

peoples’ names sound like rock bands.
What’s been your favorite trivia
action question/regular question?
Last year there was an action question that asked teams to send three
people to the WLFM studios: One in an
extravagant outfit, one in drag and one as
a second grader. Sophomores (and fellow
clarinet studio members) Jacy Martin,
Dylan Younger and I took up the challenge. Jacy was in a wedding dress, sixfoot-four Dylan was in a wig and five-inch
heels and I was in overalls, knee-high
socks and was carrying a teddy bear. The
Trivia Masters then sent us on an extensive photo scavenger hour around cam-

pus, for which we were entirely unprepared. I don’t think any of us even wore
coats the whole day. We actually managed
to track down Professor Bell on campus
and get a picture with him in our outrageous outfits, including a video of his
reaction to first seeing us. I don’t think
we even placed in the action question, but
we had an amazing time and had tons of
hilarious pictures to show for it.
What place did your team get?
We got third place in our third year
where we were team #3. We’re all really
happy with our “holy trinity of Trivia.”

#4 Octothorpe, according to senior
Greta Dohl
What’s your full team name?
#Octothorpe, featuring Big Unit
Shazbot.
How many members?
The largest number of people we had
at one time was 40. But throughout the
weekend we probably had 50+ individuals filtering through the house. We also
had about 10 alumni who came in just
for Trivia. It was so great to see freshman

and alumni forming friendships in a timehonored tradition.
How did the team form?
The team has been growing every
year, just as Gaming Club has grown. It
has been very organic. Gaming Club has
worked to provide a place for people to
come and enjoy all that Trivia has to offer.
Lots of great food, great people and creating great memories.
What’s been your favorite Trivia
action question/regular question?
Picking a favorite is darn near impos-

sible! Action questions are a blast because
they get people moving while bringing
them together over extremely creative
activities. Theme hours (like My Little
Pony Hour or Math Hour) are wonderful
because people organize and communicate to accomplish a common goal.
What place did your team get?
We placed third last year and fourth
this year (though we fluctuated between
second and fourth throughout the contest).
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Secret life of our staff: Jake Woodford
Veronica Thao
Staff Writer

______________________________

Many Lawrentians still remember
him as the LUCC president, but after graduating in 2013, Jake Woodford became
President Burstein’s assistant. His job
varies from helping prepare materials
for the Board of Trustees to building
a strong relationship with the Appleton
community.
As a recent grad, many people are
probably wondering, how did Woodford
get the job? Well, according to Woodford
“The job was posted in the spring (2013)
and a Lawrentian graduate was preferred.” Woodford was also a part of the
presidential search committee. Although
working for higher education wasn’t
always Woodford’s goal after receiving
a B.A. in government with a focus in U.S.
domestic policy, he has grown to enjoy
learning about higher education.
Before getting his job, Woodford
was looking into “wealth management
or graduate school.” But his passion for
Lawrence and his drive to make it better “resonated” in him. Woodford started
working on June 24, 2013, about two
weeks after graduating, even before the

president’s arrival.
Woodford had other motivations for
staying at Lawrence, as well. He “grew up
here, went to school here and now [is]
working here.” He loves his job because
he likes “helping Lawrence be the best
Lawrence it can be.” Since starting work
at the president’s office, he has gained the
opportunity to see Lawrence through a

new lense.
“I am still learning, just at a different
capacity. I’ve learned how much the people who work here care about Lawrence
and I love to work with people who really
care about Lawrence,” Woodford said.
Aside from work, he has joined the
Appleton Rotary, skis, does volunteer
work, goes to concerts with his girlfriend,

Jake Woodford, Photo courtesy of Will Melnick

who is also a Lawrence graduate, and
is getting back into playing his guitar.
“[Since working] I’ve realized how consuming a career is,” Woodford said. His
weekdays consist of work and his weekends are spent recovering from work.
Woodford’s biggest advice to
Lawrence students is “to cherish residential life.” Woodford explained, “You don’t
realize how time consuming doing the
dishes is!”
On the other hand, work isn’t so bad.
He recently returned from a business trip
to Princeton University to learn how they
do things and work on some projects the
two schools are doing together. While
there, he was also able to travel to New
York.
He said that the most difficult part
of his job is “learning how to use the
skills [you learned at Lawrence] to your
advantage and having to ask if I’m doing
the right things.” What he enjoys the most
is “the variety of my job, conversations I
have, learning every day at work and different projects. I like feeling everything
I do is a part of Lawrence.” As Woodford
continues to work at Lawrence he has
grown to “love it even more than as a
student” because “Lawrence gets in your
blood.”

Busting campus rumors: What’s really in the campus food?
Chelsea Johnson
Staff Writer

______________________________________________

It’s a bizarre rumor, but that doesn’t
stop it from being passed down through
generations of Lawrentians: Do institutional food services, including our own Bon
Appétit, put laxatives in the cafeteria food?
Of course, the answer is no.
“Bon Appétit does not, nor ever would,
put any foreign substance in any of our
food,” says general manager for Bon Appétit
Julie Severance. “It goes against every principle of our food. It’s illegal and immoral.”
So why does this myth still come up at
Lawrence? Sometimes, the laxatives myth is
explained as a way food services try to limit
the potential for food poisoning. As the
reasoning goes, the faster it leaves you, the
lower the chance any bacteria could make
you ill. (Listen, I don’t believe it either).

“We check the food temperatures
before and after every service,” head chef
Alan Shook said. “I don’t know of any
instances we’ve had of food poisoning.”
So, food poisoning is out. More often,
the laxatives myth is brought up when
people talk about feeling ill after eating in
the cafeteria. Symptoms vary, but nausea,
discomfort and stomach pain have been
reported.
“Everyone in [the McCarthy Food
Co-op] agrees that we all feel weird after
eating Andrew Commons food, but we don’t
feel bad after cooking our own food,” said
junior Marie Jeruc.
With stomach symptoms, it can be
hard to explain them with a single cause.
“Nausea can be from a number of different reasons,” Director of Health Services
Susan Muenster says. “Stress, gastrointestinal flu, eating something that doesn’t sit
with you. We also have students we diag-

nose with gluten intolerance, lactose intolerance or a food allergy.”
Some students speculate that these
food intolerances are making them feel ill
after eating in the cafeteria.
“My experiences with Bon Appétit
have been generally positive, but I often feel
ill after eating in the campus center,” senior
Hannah Plummer said. “This probably has
to do with the fact that I am gluten intolerant, and I suspect that some things that I
have eaten there have been contaminated
with gluten.”
Bon Appétit does work to label foods
for dietary restrictions and prepare specialty foods, but it is impossible to guarantee
the kitchen as gluten-free.
“We have a bakery in the middle of our
kitchen,” Severance said. “We have to say
made without gluten, not gluten-free.”
But what about students without intolerances who feel ill? Severance speculates

The name of Liu’s company,
Paideusomen, comes from the Greek word
‘paideia,’ meaning ‘education.’ From August
2012 to January 2013, Liu spent almost half
of his gap year accumulating money and
forming ideas for his new company.
Liu said when he built his team in
2012, he was looking for talented, unique
young people. “The youngest board member is only 16. I am the oldest,” he said.
From May 2013 to July 2013, Liu was
looking for various unusual and interesting
people to be the teachers of his company.
These people are either his friends or popular people online, but they all have very
unique backgrounds and special talents.
“[So] we eventually decided on providing interesting MOOCs, inviting the online
popular culture icons to be the ‘professors,’”
he said.
Current courses include wax-resist
dyeing technique, seal carving, flower
arrangement art, electronic music composition, composing Ci (a form of ancient
Chinese lyric poetry), Autodesk Maya and
more.
Liu saw that he got better feedback
about his courses from the five “Hope”
elementary schools, which are located in
the countryside of Chongqing. He believes
that learning through technology via the

online courses is especially helpful for the
students from the countryside to develop
skills to pursue a better career in the future.
Liu said breaking down the stereotyped role of “teacher” and “learner” is
the crucial part of Paideusomen. “In some
sense, our company is more about providing a platform for the teacher and the
learner,” he said. “Teachers and learners are
both the users of this platform, so in this
sense, they are equal.”
In his point of view, online education
is a good thing in general. He also believes
that online education will be a new big market in the future world.
“Online education is not a substitute
[for] traditional education,” Liu said. He
believes that online education requires
learners to have self-motivation and time
management. “Learners usually acquire
these abilities through traditional education,” Liu said.
Liu believes, “At least for a comparatively long period of time, online education
may only be able to make traditional education better, in terms of increasing the width
and varieties of current courses in higher
education institutions and current knowledge systems.”
Liu thinks the whole idea of building a company like Paideusomen is quite

students may have some trouble adjusting
to the cafeteria for the first few weeks after
returning because of overeating, which can
cause an upset stomach.
“[Students] eat differently at home,”
Severance said. “We know from the past
that when students come back from break,
we have to prepare 50% more food than we
normally do.”
Overeating in Andrew Commons is a
problem familiar to most students — as
Jeruc says, “I definitely eat more downstairs. I try not to, but I still do.”
Upset stomachs can be caused by a
number of things, but it’s definitely not
laxatives. Students who find they have
problems can work with Health Services to
try to find the real cause of their cafeteria
woes.
“We can help students do a food diary,”

See page 11

Lawrence student founds succesful online-education company
Xue Yan

Staff Writer

________________________________

In the heat of the summer of 2012
in Chongqing, China, Xiaoting Liu, now a
junior at Lawrence University, was sweating for reasons other than the weather.
He was applying to get his Financial Risk
Manager (FRM) certification and working
with China Galaxy Securities to raise money
for his undeveloped company.
Liu’s company, Paideusomen, provides
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) to
several schools in China, including Bashu
Middle School and five “Hope” elementary schools in Chongqing, China. These
schools aim to provide better education
to students in the countryside with limited resources and opportunities. Liu had
taken some courses through an alternative
MOOC program before, which he enjoyed so
much that his initial idea was to popularize
Coursera in China.
“Coursera is not compatible with the
higher education system in China,” Liu said.
He believes that the courses on Coursera
are not suitable for Chinese college students to gain academic progress and the
courses on Coursera are not interesting
enough.

Xiotang used a gap year to develop his succesful
company, Paideusomen.
Photo provided

utopian. “We are very seriously doing very
unserious things,” he comments. “It is very
interesting.”

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

8

31 Jan. 2014

THE LAWRENTIAN

Visiting studio potter Linda Christianson lectures on beauty
Katie Taber

For The Lawrentian

__________________________

On Monday, Jan. 27, Linda
Christianson, an independent
studio potter from Minnesota,
gave an art lecture about her
artwork in the Wriston Art
Center. Throughout the lecture,
Christianson discussed how her
art represents her personal views
on what is beautiful.
Christianson has a B.A.
in Studio Art from Hamline
University. She also participated
in the Graduate Apprenticeship
Program at Hamline University
and the Ceramic Studio Workshop
Program at the Banff Centre
School for Fine Arts in Banff,
Alberta.
Ironically, Christianson had
trouble with ceramics in college.
While she was very eager about
the subject, she had a lot of difficulty. She believes that her true
education did not begin until she
was out of school and making her
own pots on a kiln she had made
herself.
Now, Christianson starts
every day by making four cups.
She also makes tea bowls, soup
bowls, plates, serving dishes,
buckets and countless other

items. Her artwork is displayed
in exhibits both nationally and
internationally and is also for sale.
When discussing her pottery,
Christianson stated, “I make things
I want to use myself.” Exhibits
and money never motivate her
artwork — she doesn’t create to
please anyone but herself and her
own curiosity.
In fact, much of her artwork
is what she refers to as “an assignment.” For example, Christianson
will tell herself that she has to
make a bottomless cylinder of clay
on the kiln, take it off and then
turn that one piece of clay into a
teapot.
She finds beauty in everyday objects, including old telephones and a set of skis made by
her father. She loves the natural
beauty of repetition, and stripes
are common in her artwork. She
also loves looking at handles and
flashlights.
She expresses this sense of
beauty in her artwork, but also
in her house. Christianson wants
to love each item in her house.
Specifically, she never felt that she
loved her faucet. She decided to
build her own faucet out of individual faucet pieces she loved at
the store.
While she considers herself a
potter, pottery is not her only talent. Christianson draws a little bit

Christianson speaks with art department faculty in the Wriston Auditorium.
Photo by Liz Landes

every day and also enjoys photography. She particularly enjoys creating visual humor in her photography by pairing similar images in
a single photograph.
Christianson’s family also
participates in this artistic expression. Jeff, Christianson’s husband,
is a wood worker. He specializes in making pottery wheels,

including Christianson’s own
wheel. Daughter Cecilia Strother,
a Lawrence University freshman,
draws and plays the trombone.
Overall, Christianson is an
inspiring artist. She has her own
perception of beauty and creates
artwork in order to please just
herself. She has built all of her
own equipment and become a

very talented author.
All aspiring artists should
pay attention to Christianson’s
message. An artist should create to please his or her personal
eye for beauty. Do not create for
money or fame, but create to make
something that is truly beautiful.

universal.
Lasting about an hour,
“Sannidhi” is a stunning, multifaceted work of art. It features
South Indian Carnatic violin, classical percussion — also known as
mridangam — vocals, poetry in
English and, of course, dancing.
In “Sannidhi,” the program
explains, “The stage becomes the
sacred ground upon which to celebrate the guru, the divine, the
natural world and the richness of
human relationships. The spiritual and the secular merge into
one, forming the continuous pulse
of our universe.”
The performance began
with a work called “Parashakti,”
an invocation to the power and
strength of the Divine Feminine.
The dancing here, as in the entire
program, displayed the power
and strength of the feminine. The

female dancers exhibited very
feminine beauty, but through their
dancing, revealed tremendous
physical and mental power.
Bharatanatyam dancing looks
quite effortless and even simple to
the casual observer, but as I continued to watch the performance, I
realized that all of the movements
and poses must take enormous
strength, control and skill. This is
not at all a dance of frenetic, careless movement — it’s characterized by slow, stately and sensuous
movements and held poses.
While dancing, the trunk of
the body remains still and tranquil
while the hands and feet are more
intricately expressive. The dancers twirl their hands and fingers
deliberately and place their feet
with delicacy, rotating from the
edges to sole. Red dye applied to

Fans solve puzzles and Sannidhi performance blends art forms
cases in Sherlock app
Lauren Nokes
Staff Writer

______________________

Ethan Perushek
Staff Writer

_______________________

For many fans of the popular
BBC show “Sherlock,” the threeepisode seasons are just not
enough, despite each episode’s
lengthy one-and-a-half-hour running time. So if a way by which we
can get more of our fix emerges,
we jump on it. Enter “Sherlock:
The Network.”
The new app from the creators of the show puts you in the
shoes of a member of Sherlock’s
hallowed homeless network.
Sherlock gives you cases to help
him solve. You traverse London
via a map overlay and modes of
transportation: walking, tube or
taxi. Each one gives you certain
points, and you have to solve these
cases as quickly as possible. You
don’t need to use any of your limited funds to walk to the locations,
but your score will take a major
hit if you choose to walk. The tube
and taxi come with their own mini
puzzles that help you speed up
the process to save you time and
money.
Once you travel to your location, there are a number of things
to do: Take pictures of the crime
scene, analyze the clues, decrypt
messages, solve a code or hack
a phone. All of these come with
their own challenges and puzzles. Meanwhile, Sherlock, John
Watson, Molly Hooper and many
of the other characters will send
you texts or voicemails to help you
along with the case. Each case can
take up to 30 minutes and is completely original. Some don’t even
get solved immediately. I, for one,
am in one that involves the abduction of Mrs. Hudson from Baker
Street and has already spanned
multiple cases with breaks in

between.
Finally, when all clues have
been found, Sherlock will tell you
to use your “mind palace” to figure
out which three clues you found
will help you analyze the crime
and figure out who was responsible for the crime and why. The
game does a great job of incorporating the noises and visual cues
from the show. The mind palace
consists of a picture of Sherlock
with the cues whirling around his
head, and you have to pick out the
most important. Although simple,
this is similar to the show’s visual
motifs and gives a certain air of
authenticity to the app, making it
that much more fun.
The app comes complete
with the Sherlock soundtrack,
which keeps you immersed in the
case. As time ticks, the tracks pick
up in intensity and you really feel
as though you are racing against
the wire to help Sherlock solve the
case. With the added bonuses of
trivia from the show, snippets of
filming information and original
videos of the cast directing you
in the case, the app is a complete
thrill for any Sherlock fan.
“Sherlock: The Network” is
a great addition to the Sherlock
canon. For any fan who wants to
spend some time solving cases
with their favorite detective while
they talk directly to you, while getting a decent mental workout in
the process, the App is a must-buy.
“Sherlock: The Network” is
available now on iTunes for $4.99.

The
Ragamala
dance
ensemble performed Aparna
Ramaswamy’s “Sannidhi” on
Wednesday, Jan. 22 in Stansbury
Theatre as part of the 2013-2014
Dance Series.
Ragamala blends dance, poetry, and music that incorporate
both Eastern and Western artistic
and cultural traditions. Its artistic directors and main dancers,
Aparna and Ranee Ramaswarmy,
a mother and daughter duo,
build upon the traditions of
Bharatanatyam, the South Indian
classical dance form, to create
works that are at once ancient
and timeless, distinctly Indian and

See page 9

Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble
concert centers around powerful pieces
Anna Buchholz
Staff Writer

________________________

Epic. That was the theme of
the Symphonic Band and Wind
Ensemble concert on Saturday,
Jan. 25, and the audience was
not let down. Under the direction
of Associate Professor of Music
Andrew Mast, the concert featured both ensembles, Professor
Emeritus Robert Levy, Associate
Professor of Music Mark Urness,
and composers Theresa Martin
and Andrew Seager Cole.
The Symphonic Band opened
the concert with a piece entitled “Radiance,” written by local
composer Theresa Martin, who
described it as being influenced
by light, natural vibrations, energy

and human auras, all of which
the audience heard in the variety of textures between the winds
and percussion and the vacillation
between moments of glimmering
delicacy and powerful passages of
strength.
The next composer featured defines the word epic:
Richard Wagner. The ensemble
performed “Elsa’s Procession to
the Cathedral” from Wagner’s
opera “Lohengrin.” Reminiscent
of Wagner’s famous “Prelude to
Tristan and Isolde,” this piece
began at a quiet, understated level
and gradually grew and grew with
harmonic intensity, landing on
dense, juicy chords as it moved to
its climax.
Symphonic Band’s final work
was French composer Darius
Milhaud’s “Suite Francaise,” a five-

movement work in which they performed movements “Normandie,”
“Bretagne” and “Provence.” Each
movement represents five French
provinces and Milhaud used folk
songs from these areas in their
respective portions of the piece.
The Wind Ensemble then performed four works, the first one
entitled “Ra!” by David Dzubay.
This piece was filled with driving
rhythmic intensity, crunchy dissonances and dynamic effects such
as blooming from no sound to
overwhelming sound or surprising loud moments amid delicate
and quiet sections of the piece.
The piece barreled forward, not
breaking in intensity until the
final notes, which consisted of the
ensemble yelling a violent “ra!”

See page 12
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EMMA
SPOTLIGHT BRAYNDICK
THE

ARTIST

Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

_____________________

Acting is an art of deceit, but
it is also an art of understanding. The actor puts herself into
the character’s shoes and, for
the duration of the performance,
becomes a different person. The
amount of empathy gained from
such an experience is not to be
understated. Actors work and
study hard to achieve this depth
of emotion.
Senior Emma Brayndick
has selected this pursuit as the
main component of her education here at Lawrence. She offers
campus a chance to see some of
the skills she has gained in her
senior project, David Auburn’s
“Fifth Planet,” a half-hour play
which will be performed on
Friday, Feb. 7.
“I like to act partially because
it gives me the chance to try and
figure someone out,” explained
Brayndick. “How they would
go throughout their world. It’s
interesting how people interact.
Human connections and things.”
Brayndick was also motivated to get involved with theater
by her father, who is a playwright. All creative endeavors
were encouraged in her house-

hold. She spent time around the
theater a lot as a child and has
always felt a connection to it.
In addition to her theater
major, Brayndick also has a studio art minor.
“I like finding different ways
to express emotions,” she said.
“Personal expression is the best
way to put it.”
Aside from art and drama,
Brayndick is the president of
swing club; a member of Mortar
Board; and works with the
Boys & Girls Club at Badger
Elementary School, which she
has been involved with since her
freshman year. She also loves
to knit, dance, write, read and
make jewelry.
“I have more interests than
one person can possibly pursue
at the same time!” she said.
After Lawrence, Brayndick is
planning on testing the waters
of the Chicago theater scene. A
master’s degree and a teaching
certificate may also be in the
future, though not immediately.
“Fifth Planet” is a story about
two observatory workers and
how their relationship develops
over the course of a year. The
play is unique in that it is composed of around forty scenes
despite being half an hour long.
Brayndick thought it would be

interesting to try a two-person
piece as a chance to really let the
audience zoom in on those two
characters.
“We get to see a lot in a
very short amount of time,”
Brayndick explained. “It’s a challenge because of how many
scenes there are, so it’s an interesting thing to figure out, how
to make each part feel like a real
scene even though sometimes
you’re hearing just two lines.
Sometimes no lines.”
Brayndick would like to
thank her friends and family
who have been wonderful support systems throughout her
life.
As a final thought reflecting
on her time spent at Lawrence,
Brayndick commented: “I’ve
been very appreciative. I’ll have
moments where I’m just like,
‘Yep, this is the place I was
meant to go!’ And I’m really glad
for that feeling. It doesn’t necessarily always work that way. I’m
really glad Lawrence was the
play that I chose.”
Don’t miss Brayndick’s
senior project “Fifth Planet,”
which will be performed Friday,
Feb. 8 at 8 p.m. in the Cloak
Theater.

Photo by Nathan Lawrence

Young the Giant’s sophomore effort Dance
“Mind over Matter” falls flat musically continued from page 8
Kelsey Priebe
Staff Writer

_________________________

Young the Giant released
their sophomore attempt “Mind
over Matter” on Tuesday, Jan. 21.
Unfortunately, the album did not
prove to be anything more than
just that. While the tracks were
completely adequate in sound and
melody, none of them stood out
as markedly impressive, which
is unusual for the band. To be
fair, their first album, “Young The
Giant,” was an extremely tough
album to beat, as most every track
within it was a standalone hit.
However, it almost seemed as
though Young the Giant tried too
hard to focus on the philosophy
of “Mind Over Matter,” rather than
the songs themselves.
This being said, the album
did have a few notable tracks. The
title track, “Mind Over Matter”
harkened back to the band’s
earlier efforts, with solid lyrics
and a melody that highlighted
Sameer Gadhia’s wonderful
vocals. “Anagram” kept the guitar work simple and played a bit
with Gadhia’s range, which was
a risk that paid off to create a
breezy summer hit. “Eros” stood
alone with a similar structure and
added an edge with lyrics suggesting the end of a relationship.
Again, the track was not all that

memorable, but did succeed in
mild catchiness.
My biggest complaint about
the album is that the guitar work
sounds so similar in so many of
the tracks. For a band whose guitar and vocals have often been
the leading reasons for their success, it was disappointing to see
an album that did not attempt to
expand on the former.
Furthermore, after two years,
I expected a far more diverse album
than what was delivered. Tracks
like “It’s About Time” were so subpar that it almost felt as though
the band had given up. “Teachers”
was in no way memorable except
for the fact that Gadhia actually
managed to make his voice sound
unappealing for bits of the track,
something that I thought was
impossible. “Crystallized” sounded like every generic alternative
pop song blended together, with
Gadhia’s voice barely saving it
from being a true travesty. “In My
Home” sounded just the same as
“Crystallized” and, frankly, “Mind
Over Matter.” In fact, most of the
rest of the tracks sounded like
slight variations of each other.
Perhaps if it was summer
and I could listen to this album
with my car windows down, I’d
be able to look at the album in a
different way. However, the fact
is that this album does not live
up to Young the Giant’s debut.
Even the notable tracks are not

memorable, and while the lyrics,
melodies and vocals are perfectly
adequate, none are strong enough
to make up for the others. From a
band that showed so much promise, this is without doubt a disappointment.
That being said, this is their
second album. A sophomore flop
is one of the most common setbacks a band faces during their
career and, unfortunately, it seems
that Young the Giant was unable
to avoid it. However, this minor
setback in no way invalidates
their potential. I have full faith
that Young the Giant will recover
and come out with a stand-out
third album that trumps everything else they’ve done with pure
musical excellence.

the soles and toes of the feet as
well as the palms of the hands
accentuates these detailed movements.
At numerous times through
the performance, the dancers
would bow down to the ground
with their hands stretched above
their heads, seemingly in worship.
After the first work, “Parashakti,”
the second work, “Ganga,” celebrated the universality of the
divine by representing the river
Ganges, an especially divine river
for Indians, although they consider all rivers divine to a certain
extent. The flow of the Ganges
symbolizes the journey of the soul
to join with the universal divine.
The second half of the performance transitioned into more
worldly subject matter, with
“Javali,” a “love poem, sung in
dance” and “Nrityanandam,” a celebration of life. It is here that the

Men’s B-Ball

continued from page 4

ment and were able to get our
best shooters open looks in the
first half,” said sophomore forward Trace Sonnleitner. “Even
though we were up at halftime, we
knew going into the second half
that we couldn’t just rely on threepointers. So getting the ball inside
was an emphasis. That and stron-

audience could begin to feel the
essential oneness of the worldly
and divine, as the evocations of
romantic longing and vital joy
mirrored the spiritual longing and
religious awe of the first half of
the program.
I was certainly enlightened and moved by this performance, although I am only an
uninformed spectator. The art
of Bharatanatyam is highly complex, and I know that I didn’t fully
explore its subtleties and depths,
but I would love to do so further.
In this increasingly multicultural,
interconnected world, there are
practically infinite opportunities
to learn and share across national,
cultural and religious boundaries. I am very grateful to the performers who come to campus for
providing these opportunities to
those who want to share art and
ideas across cultures, and I urge
Lawrentians to take advantage
of these opportunities to expand
your worldview.
ger defense was the key to breaking the game open.” When asked
about the impact this win might
have, Sonnleitner responded, “It
was good to get a nice team win,
and hopefully this will spark a run
for the rest of conference play.”
The Vikings travel to
Carroll University on Tuesday,
Jan. 28 before returning home
on Saturday, Feb. 1 to take on
Monmouth at 1:00 p.m.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
A new LUCC vision
Congratulations are in order for newly elected LUCC President Jack Canfield and Vice President
Devin Ditto. We look forward to seeing them lead LUCC over the next year. The policies they decide
to implement can have a significant effect on student life here at Lawrence, and because of this, it
is important to discuss one of the issues Canfield brought up during the LUCC Executive Election
Forum. As is true for any newly elected official, there will always be a distinct gap between what an
incoming LUCC President wants to accomplish and what he or she is able to accomplish. Fortunately,
Canfield has demonstrated an enthusiasm that could lead to a great deal of positive change.
During the forum, which was held last Monday, Jan. 20 in the Café, Canfield fielded a number
of questions, explaining proposed policies and ideas he would like to see implemented should he
be elected. One of Canfield’s major stated goals was to increase support for athletics campus-wide.
Some of his more specific plans included the creation of an official Lawrence pep band and coordinating with Greek organizations on campus to promote sporting events. While these ideas certainly
merit discussion, the crucial conversation needs to be about the general disconnect between athletes and non-athletes on campus.
Unlike other DIII schools, Lawrence lacks a student section at its sporting events and there is
rarely a strong student turnout in which the students aren’t also athletes.
It seems that Lawrentians are so focused on academics and music that athletics go by the
wayside. What Canfield has raised is a question of student values. There should be a discussion on
campus of how to strengthen student support of athletics, but also how much support is feasible
on a campus focused on curricular activities. We can ask how the athletics department can increase
advertising to non-athletes, but we also need to ask why such a disconnect between athletes and
the rest of the university exists in the first place.
Our president-elect has recognized the importance of this discussion, but until the rest of
the student body recognizes it, too, Canfield may be unable to implement the kinds of changes he
considers important.

Obama’s living wage plans fall short
Alan Duff

Opinions & Editorials Editor

_________________________

PHOTO
POLL

During the 2014 State of
Union this past Tuesday, Jan. 28,
President Obama discussed the
problems facing Americans and
some solutions, often using stories of real people just like you
and me. But what stuck out more
than any story was his executive
order that would require federal
contractors to be paid a minimum
of $10.10 an hour.
Afterwards he expanded, urging Congress to adopt a wage bill
in the works, claiming: “This will
help families. It will give businesses customers with more money to
spend. It doesn’t involve any new
bureaucratic program. So join the
rest of the country. Say yes. Give
America a raise.”
Whoa. If there’s one thing all
Americans could hope to agree
on right now, it’s that President
Obama is a fantastic orator. I’m
sold if it works that way, but
Obama’s already moved on to his
next point. Like Jordan Belfort
(Leonardo DiCaprio) does to the
audience so many times in “The
Wolf of Wall Street,” Obama has
taken us back to the entertainment when I want to know how

they’ll manage the economic
magic of solving the minimum
wage problem, and more importantly, McDonalds.
I’ll explain. Due to the nature
of federal policies — like food
stamps, Medicare and tax returns
— taxpayers are subsidizing fast
food restaurants by providing for
fast food workers’ missing wages
because the wages they are provided are not enough for basic
needs like food, water and shelter. Fast food restaurants make
millions as a consequence of low
wages, and the American taxpayer
makes up the difference.
Understandably, I’ve got a
beef with the Big Mac. Sometimes
lawmakers agree to subsidize a
group like farmers or veterans.
Whatever your opinion on it,
that’s democracy. I accept it. In
this case, however, no one voted
to subsidize the McRib. Next up,
subsidized ciggarettes.
The solution is a mystery.
Democrats claim the minimum
wage hike is one way to fix this:
Give cash-strapped individuals
money and, plot twist, they will
spend it. This then boosts the
economy. Republicans argue that
it won’t work, as the costs will
be passed onto the customer. The
employer will just up the prices, fire people or make everyone
work fewer hours. Other compa-

nies will also respond by increasing pay to their non-minimum
waged employees. Inflation will
occur. The very group we’re trying to help will be hurt and the
subsidy continues. Trying a corporate tax will do much the same,
they argue.
It’s naïve, I guess. Making a
corporation cut their profits or
pay a CEO less is like trying to
force a human to not breathe air.
Corporations exist to make profit.
It’s their raison d’être. Perhaps we
need to experiment: Can people
propel the economy by spending faster than the corporations
work to reclaim profits? Then
we’ll know if the democrats or
the republicans and the respective
economists are right.
I have no idea. I wish I knew. I
wish someone much more knowledgeable than I on the subject
could run some tests without running the risk of crashing the U.S.
economy. The whole thing is making me suspect that economics
is a game of creating a market
model that allows the math and
charts to argue for your favored
political view. Next time you make
a speech, Mr. President, please
include some footnotes. I want
them to be as convincing as your
rhetoric.

Will Doreza
Columnist

_________________________

Dear Will,
I’m a freshman performance
major and have been struggling a
lot with performance anxiety. You
have five years of performing experience — any tips?
-Trembling in Trever
Dear Trembling,
Nobody is going to get
up in front of an audience and
not have some sort of reaction.
Performance anxiety is a completely normal phenomenon that
all performers deal with when
they subject themselves to the
scrutiny of others. It certainly
involves risk, but as a musician,
it’s absolutely the most important
risk you can take.
Fortunately, it doesn’t have
to negatively affect your performance. In fact, one of the skills you
can learn is to use that adrenaline
and heightened awareness to create a substantially more focused
and polished performance. Here
are some steps in what I’ve found
to be a successful process of performance.
Preparation is clearly the
first step. Not having a piece
fully memorized, learned and
polished is going to create massive amounts of anxiety that are
going to distract you from making
music. Even if you do get through
the piece, you’re not truly performing if you aren’t presenting
musicality and nuance at your
best. Budget your time so that you
feel fully prepared for the performance. If you don’t have time, be
honest with your teacher and let
them know you aren’t ready to

Specht

continued from page 3
rest of the proceeds from selling
the dispensers can go towards a
campus-wide powwow celebrating our new independence from
paper waste.
Finally, the most beautiful part of Project Spearhead is
that the savings of over $50,000

perform.
Once you know a piece from
top to bottom, and can perform
it in a practice room and in front
of a teacher several times without
hesitation or error, you’re ready
to perform it for an audience. The
next step, which happens a day
or two before the actual performance, is building up the confidence in your ability to successfully perform.
If you really have prepared it
well, there’s no reason to worry
that you’ll forget notes or words.
This is the best time to really
refine and nuance your musical
and/or dramatic presentation of
the piece.
The actual performance
should really be the most enjoyable part of the whole process.
You get to share your hard work
with your peers. If you’re confident in the technical and musical
preparation of the piece, you’ll
find yourself much preoccupied
with fear. There’s still going to
be a few anxieties that nag you,
such as randomly forgetting all
the words, vomiting or breaking a
string. They’re pointless and irrational, so take a few deep breaths
and keep your mind calm and
focused on a successful performance.
I’m not quite sure what races
through other people’s heads
when they’re mid-performance,
but I’ve developed a great mental state for when I perform. The
confidence and preparation that I
put into my performances allows
me to “let the piece go” in a sense,
allowing myself to fully engage
emotionally and mentally with the
piece and the mind of its composer, completely unburdened by
selfish and distracting thoughts.

a year will fund the Specht Pages
Scholarship — a full scholarship
for a deserving student picked
through a majority vote by the
entire Specht Pages staff on the
basis of the student’s moral vigor
and academic adequacy.
There you have it, a real solution to a real problem from real
people.
You heard it first from Specht
Pages!

“How do I pass Research
Methods?”
– Amelia Bemis

Photo Poll by
Katie Crawford

“If you could
have the answer to any
question, what
would your
question be?”

Performance anxiety tips

“Who killed JFK?”
– Amanda Ollerer

“How many licks does it
take to get to the center of
a tootsie pop?”
– Michael Brissett
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Can we keep the legal drinking age at twenty-one?
Danny Davis
Staff Writer

________________________

When I was a sophomore in
high school, I was required by
the school to take a Drug Abuse
Resistance Education (DARE)
course simply titled “Health.”
Sure, there were some blurbs
about nutrition and exercise and
why 15-year-olds shouldn’t powerlift, but the core of the class
revolved around anti-drug and
alcohol propaganda so idealistic,
so unforgiving, that it was almost
silly. DARE doesn’t work that well.
Intuitively, DARE asks its
audience to resist the irresistible
tide of peer pressure and the onset
of late high school and college
binge drinking and drug culture.
DARE had been such a prevalent,
if dismissible, presence in my life
that I was shocked to learn from
a friend from Germany last year
that the drinking age in Munich
was 16. While we Americans
spent our formative years shuf-

fling nervously and painfully
sober in desks for six hours a day
being lectured about the triumphs
of being sober, our European contemporaries were getting it out of
their system.
I’ve had the opportunity to
interact with a few Europeans
here and there in my formative
years, including a close friend who
no longer attends Lawrence and
a fellow brother in Beta Theta Pi,
and their thoughts generally are
the same: Because the drinking
age is sixteen, European teenagers
in those countries fall in and then
promptly out of love with binge
drinking a couple of years earlier
than we do. By the time they enter
universities, outrageous “Project
X”-style celebrations of drinking
culture simply aren’t as thrilling
as they were when their frontal
lobes were even less developed
than they are now.
Discussions of the legal drinking age in the United States, and a
change thereof, have been floated around for a while. It’s highly
unlikely the United States would
even consider 16 as a potential

legal drinking age. The American
debate on the legal drinking age is
generally 21 versus 18.
Some like to argue that if
you can be drafted into the military and die for America, you
should be able to have a drink in
an American bar. On the opposite
side, we know that our brains
don’t develop until we’re about
25, so why would we even consider letting 18 year olds drink.
Why is it that in some European
countries the legal drinking age is
16 and the United States 21?
Aside from the politics that
likely played a role in both, one
of the largest roles in what affects
drinking laws is drinking culture.
In the United States, you can
legally drink when you’re 21, but
arguably enter drinking culture
around the time of your senior
year of high school or freshman
year of college. This is why I firmly
believe that the legal drinking age
should remain 21, even if it is 16
to 18 in most of the world. What’s
the biggest reason?
Think about your Welcome
Week: All that Red Dog, all those

brightly colored mixers, sloppy
hook-ups and all the pot you
might have smoked simultaneously. For the typical college binge
drinker, the moment we learn
how to schmooze upper classmen
or buy a fake from China on the
TOR browser, it’s all over. Now
take all the stomach pumping and
vomiting and maybe the lack of
memory thereof, and multiply it
by a gazillion — not five, or ten, or
twenty. A gazillion.
American college drinking
culture, which excels amongst its
peers in destructiveness, would
collapse like a dying star under
its own weight if the legal drinking (and purchasing, to be clear)
age was 18. It’s not the “forbidden
fruit” argument that makes French
and German teenagers averse to
binge drinking by the time that
they’re our age. They just get sick
of it three or four years before
we do. They enter university and
break free from the rule of their
parents and high school teachers
with a vast resume of mistakes
already built. They might not stop
binge drinking, but at least those

Let’s Rush(-ssia) Delt, everyone Trivia
Jon Hanrahan
Staff Writer

_________________________

Hello, Trivia. What a great
weekend. There were break-ins,
rabbit deaths and voice cracks,
but the 49th Great Midwest Trivia
Contest undoubtedly succeeded.
Big shout-out to this year’s winners, Porky’s Groove Machine.
You guys inspire us.
Now, let’s talk about that
Action Question, that glorious, bombastic Communist
Rally on Saturday night.
You brought songs, posters, shovels, bread, chants,
speeches, marches, pamphlets and Communist manly-vest-o’s.
Over 60 Lawrentians
took up arms against a sea
of inequality to demand the
redistribution of points. As
the rally’s finale, and with
permission from the president of Delta Tau Delta,
Kelton Jenkins, we marched
through the Delts’ “Red, White
and Blue” party.
The spirit of the rally was
one of cooperation rather than
competition. Teams joined together and marched as brothers and
sisters, and the Delts graciously
allowed us to continue our fun
inside the house. The spirits of

Soviet equality and American free
speech filled every Delt and Trivia
player.
Given the sheer size of our
rally, our admittance into the
house is incredible. Colin Huggins,
of the Trivia Masters at the rally,
feels “very warm about the way
the Delts treated us.” Letting 60
communists march through a
crowded party had to have been a
difficult decision, but we are ever
thankful for the opportunity.
Unfortunately,
neither
Democracy nor Communism is
perfect, and neither was our

experience at Delt. Their shouts
of “This is America!” and “Fuck
Communism” and our shouts
of “ШРЕК ВЛАСТЬ ГАРУДЫ”
pierced the cold air equally.
As can be seen in footage documented by Garrett L.
Katerzynske, the maker of “This
Is Lawrence” and “The Lawrence

Minute,” not all Delts grew
from the same accommodating
mold as Mr. Jenkins. Some got
pushy-shovey, even towards Mr.
Katerzynske and his expensive
equipment (for which we all pay
$50,000 a year).
Of course, I can’t blame them
entirely: We did cram 60 singing
and chanting communists with
shovels and hammers and flags
into their party. Mr. Huggins even
said, “I regret not letting Delt in on
the joke ahead of time.”
The tradition of
Trivia crashing campus
events happens to have
struck Delta Tau Delta
twice in a row. The Trivia
Masters this year decided
hesitantly to crash Delt, as
we did not want to target them chronically. But
the “Red, White and Blue”
party was an opportunity
too tempting to pass up.
Had any other fraternity
held the same party, our
throng of communists
would have rallied just the
same.
The traditional crash will
continue next year, but hopefully
at a different event or residence.
As one Delt told us as the rally
dispersed, “That was funny. Don’t
ever come back.”
Thank you Delt; it was
miraculously hilarious. Next year,
we’ll crash someone else.

“What is the future of mankind?”
– Graham Jones

“What are the answers to
my Orgo test?”
- Oliver Newsom

continued from page 6
The participants are serious
about success, but they are certainly willing to have a good time
and joke around while they fight
for an auspicious title within the
top three teams. Congratulations
to the winners of the Great

Food

continued from page 7
Muenster said. “If we can’t find a
rhythm, they can come in and talk
with the doctors. We also have
some medications that can help.”
Students are also encouraged
to speak with the Bon Appétit

Midwest Trivia Contest and everyone who participated. It was an
amazing experience for you and
for the many bystanders, like me!
Additional kudos for making my
night at Delt much more entertaining, and thank you to the team
“Winter is Colman” for pretending
not to notice when I stole all your
pizza.
staff if they have concerns, or
need special food prepared for
their dietary restrictions.
“If you have an issue, a comment, a concern, please come and
talk to us,” Severance said. “We
work on your behalf. That’s why
we’re here. We’ll do anything to
help you.”

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

“Is my crazy showing?”
– Danielle Calhoun

“How many cats does my
future hold?”
– Megan Occhino

formative drinking years, equivalent to our freshman year, happen
before they’re off on their own
without any adult supervision.
For us, the transition from
our homes to unsupervised dorm
rooms would simply be too dangerous to work. The “if I can die
for my country I should be able
to drink in a bar argument” is a
nice, shiny ethical argument, but
it’s just that. Ethical arguments
surrounding alcohol consumption
are nice, but they don’t address
the real world pervasive binge
drinking and the potential (and
usually fully realized) damage
that binge drinking causes.
I encourage a healthy debate
on the topic. I really do. I’m certainly not wiser than anybody
reading my work. I do, however,
ask my readers to join me as I violently shake my head, tug on my
hair and wince at the thought of
what would happen if the United
States lowered the legal drinking
age to 18.

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
community members who
wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff
editorial, which represents
a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian
welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions
using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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LUCC Update
TERM II
WEEK 4

Congrats to incoming President-Elect Jack Canfield and Vice-President Elect
Devin Ditto on their recent election for the 2014-2015 school year!

The Majors Fair will be on Monday, February 3rd from 7pm - 8:30pm in EschHurvis. There will be student representatives for every major present at the
fair!

The next General Council meeting is Monday, February 10th at 4:45pm in EschHurvis at the Warch Campus Center.

EDITORIAL
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
which appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s editorial board.
Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be e-mailed to: lawrentian@
lawrence.edu. Submissions by
e-mail should be text attachments.
—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.

LUCC general council meetings are open to all members of the Lawrence community! Come share your thoughts and concerns.

—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.

Get more information about forms, deadlines, and current announcements
by visiting the LUCC page (and our blog) on the Lawrence website! Visit us at
http://www.lawrence.edu/students/student_life/lucc

—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline and to edit each
submission for clarity, decency
and grammar.

Feel free to email LUCC with any community concerns at LUCC@lawrence.edu.

We also now have a Twitter page.
Follow us at @LUCC_Lawrence for updates!

Last but not least, like our page on Facebook:
Lawrence University Community Council

—Letters to the editor should
not be more than 350 words,
and will be edited for clarity,
decency and grammar.
—Guest editorials may be arranged by contacting the
editor in chief or the editorials
editor in advance of the publishing date.
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Oh Ya Humpday LU Specials
Show your LU ID [student/faculty/staff/food service]
& get happy hour prices ALL DAY Wed.
Under 21, we didn’t forget you–Free fountain
soda on all to go orders!!
Like us on Facebook and check out our
Super Bowl and Olympic specials.
Yes, we do have hockey on!

and coming to a halting finish.
The next work welcomed conductor Robert Levy, who served
as the Director of Bands and
Professor of Music at Lawrence
from 1979-2004, performing
Warren Benson’s “The Passing
Bell.” This work sounded similar
to Wagner’s composition as the
piece gradually developed to a
volume that trembled with power
while also achieving moments of
etherealness.
Following the Benson was
Andrew Seager Cole’s “Naya
Jeevan,” translated as “New Life,”
a piece written for solo double
bass and wind band. This piece
required a smaller, more chamberlike ensemble accompanying the
solo bass played by Mark Urness.
Throughout the piece, the ensemble threatened to overwhelm the
soloist, creating contrary forces
that sometimes shared similar

material. It wasn’t until the end
that there was a sense of equality
and balance.
The concert concluded
with French composer Florent
Schmitt’s “Dionysiaques,” named
after the Greek god of “good
times,” as quoted by Dr. Mast. This
intricate work was filled with
hints of other composers, such
as Wagner and Stravinsky, and
was constantly shifting meters
between moments that sounded
circus-like next to slow, suggestive chromatic melodies. We heard
solos from all over the ensemble, interspersed with moments
of massive sound with the entire
ensemble.
Overall, each piece had its
“epic” moment, filling the chapel with walls of sound, constant
energy, major moments of trembling tension and brilliant resolution. Hear some of these works,
as well as new ones, at the next
set of concerts, with Symphonic
Band performing on Sunday, Feb.
23 and the Wind Ensemble on
Friday, March 14.

